
APRIL
April 30, 10am 
Spring Cleaning Day

MAY
May 1, 9:30am 
Blessing of the Bikes

May 1, May 8, 10:30am 
Worship Services

May 14, 1–4pm 
Planting Day

May 14, 5pm 
Dinner and a Movie Night

May 15, Pentecost 
Joint Worship Service 
with MisiÓn Bautista

May 22, 10:30am, 
Worship Service

May 29, 10:30am 
Worship and Baby/Child 
Blessing and Dedication 
Service

JUNE
June 10, 6:30pm 
Dinner and a Movie Night

June 18 
Father's Day Rockaway 
Beach Half Marathon

June 19, 11:30am 
Church Picnic Celebrating 
Our 145th Anniversary

The Tall Spire
First Baptist Church • White Plains NY

SPRING 2016

Running for the Center of Hope (Haiti)
THE CENTER OF HOPE (HAITI), INC. is a 
ministry that our congregation has supported 
for over 10 years. In fact, it was a great honor 
for me to accept on the church’s behalf, the 
Hope Award honoring the congregation for 
our decade of making COHH a budgetary 
priority. Their mission statement is “To 
foster livelihood and hope for the future of 
orphaned children of Haiti by providing 
shelter, education, nutrition, emotional 
security, healthcare and life skills to the 
children and their caregivers.”
 They are now undergoing a major building 
project to expand the school and their 
mission to provide more services to children 
who are in such desperate need. Can we even 
imagine their need? I cannot. But I realized 
what I can do is, in some small way, improve 
the conditions they find themselves in. When 
Jesus was confronted with those in need of 
so much, he met those needs and exceeded 
expectations. We are called to do the same.

 So, with these children, in mind, I will be 
training for and running in the 2016 Father’s 
Day Rockaway Beach Half Marathon on 
Saturday, June 18th.  It’s eight weeks away 
and I have already been training: two weeks 
in and 50 miles down. My training plan 
will take me (including the 13.1 miles of the 
race) 301.1 miles. I am asking you to take this 
journey with me. No, I’m not asking you to 
run with me, I’m asking for your generous 
support. Knowing that you are behind me 
will make those miles easier and motivate 
me to get up, because (continued on page 4) 

Food Co-op
WE JUST RECEIVED A $1,500 GRANT from 
the American Baptist “Matthew 25 Grant.” 
Created through the monetary gifts of an 
incredibly generous donor, this fund is de-
signed to channel gifts to help meet the needs 
of “housing, feeding, education and health 
with regard to the less fortunate.” The donor’s 
primary wish is to help ameliorate poverty. 
The money received from the grant will be 
used to offset some of the cost of buying the 
food. Our friends at Misión Bautista will be 
partnering with us to support this ministry. 

The plan is to start a pilot program of 10-15 
families who have food security issues and 
invite them to be a part of this Food Co-op 
Community. Food and monetary donations 
from both congregations, donations from 
some local grocery stores and purchasing 
from the Westchester Food Bank will provide 
a good source of nutrition for families of 
various sizes. If you would like to be more 
involved in this ministry, please let Pastor 
Tim know! ■
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Church Is Fun!
THIS SPRING has been an exciting time 
in the children’s department at First 
Baptist. The community-wide Easter egg 
hunt took place on March 27 and the 
children seemed to really enjoy it! I look 
forward to next year’s Easter egg hunt 
and seeing how we can make it bigger.
 I’ve been learning a lot since I arrived 
here in September and I’m so glad to be 
a part of this church—seeing the kids 
grow in this short time has been truly 
gratifying.

 This summer I’m hoping to arrange 
some activities that will be open to the 
children of the community, something 
to get them out of the house and show 
them how much fun church can be!
 Thank you all for your encourage-
ment and support! I hope that together 
we can grow this program in numbers, 
while at the same time helping our 
children grow in Jesus. ■
  Joshalyn “Josh” Estrada
  Minister of Youth and Families

Kids and Parents Hopped By
OUR 4TH ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
was a huge success. This year we were 
again blessed with mild weather and 
a sunny afternoon. Between 200-300 
people gathered on the lawns around 
the flag circle and behind Wilson House 
to watch as children scooped up over 
1000 stuffed eggs in a matter of minutes. 

Thanks to everyone who helped with 
stuffing the Easter eggs the week before 
and to members of Misión Bautista who 
directed people to assembly areas and 
handed out flyers with information 
about future services and events at First 
Baptist. Special thanks go to our “Egg 
Angels” who circulated with spare Easter 

eggs to help assure that all children had 
a successful egg hunt. Finally thanks 
to Alice Longworth who did her usual 
excellent job of designing flyers and 
getting the word out to the community 
at large about the event. ■
  Carl Hamby
  Christian Education Committee

Is that Lucas Jalca enjoying an egg hunt treat?

Clockwise from upper left: 
children gathered eggs around 
the flagpole; face painting, a new 
feature,  added to the fun; a crowd 
assembled before the hunt.
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April Snow Showers Bring May Flowers
SNOW IS FALLING heavily in White 
Plains as this report is being written. 
A wet and cold beginning of spring. 
Nevertheless plans are being made to 
prepare our property for the coming 
season. A general cleanup and the 
planting of seasonal flowers will begin 
shortly. 
 Our sanctuary was refreshed with all 
the carpets and the aisle runner being 
cleaned of their winter dirt and grime. 
The wall lights in the Wilson House 
living room have been restored and 
rewired with new dimmer switches to 
provide better lighting.

 The most noticeable change, however, 
will be the painting of some of our 
buildings. The high cost of this work 
will require it to be accomplished in 
stages, beginning with the portico on 
the Sanctuary and the front and rear 
porches of Wilson House.
 Please put April 30 in you calendar 
at 10am. This will be your chance to 
help, as it will be our spring volunteer 
cleanup day. Come out and help 
brighten our campus! ■
  Jeff Clark 
  Property Team

New Treats Ready to Sprout
GARDENING SEASON is almost here. 
This year we hope to have some new 
treats from Margaret’s Garden. They 
include day-neutral strawberries planted 
last fall, which should produce berries 
throughout the growing season, and 
our early season strawberries, which 
bear in early June. In addition, we will 
be expanding the asparagus bed with 
seedlings that the children have been 
tending under grow lights in Wilson 
House each Sunday.
 After the winter green cover crop of 
rye grass and nitrogen-fixing legumes 
is tilled under, the usual crops of sweet 
corn, green beans, cucumbers, and 
tomatoes will be planted on Planting 
Day, Saturday, May 14. In the meantime 
we will start seedlings of heirloom 
tomatoes and other easily transplantable 
vegetables in the greenhouse as 
soon as weather permits.  I also plan 
to experiment with interplanting 
vegetables such as early beets with 

winter squash and brussels sprouts with 
small-headed varieties of lettuce. If you 
have any favorite vegetables that haven’t 
been mentioned, don’t hesitate to let me 
know so they can be put out as well.
 As always, volunteers are welcome 
to help with planting and weeding. 
Spring is the season of rebirth and 

always reminds me of God’s promise of 
provision for his creation.  So let us have 
thankful hearts as we look forward in 
anticipation to what Margaret’s Garden 
will yield this season. ■

 Carl Hamby 
 Gardener-in-Chief

Spring is the season of rebirth and always reminds me of 
God's promise of provision for his creation.

Spring Cleaning Day is Saturday, April 30, starting at 10am

Planting Day is Saturday, May 14, 1–4pm
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First Baptist Church 
of White Plains 
456 North Street 

White Plains NY 10605 
phone: 914.949.5207 

fax: 914.949.5208 
email: fbcwp@optonline.net 

www.firstbaptistwhiteplains.org

Founded in 1871 and rooted in 
such historic Baptist principles 
as the freedom of conscience, 

separation of church and state, 
and religious tolerance, First 

Baptist Church seeks to serve 
faithfully, and think critically, 

following the courageous and 
compassionate example 

of Jesus Christ.



Sunday Worship at 10:30am

Misión Bautista Hispana 
de Westchester 

Worship at 12:30pm

Adult Education at 9:30am

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9am to 2:30pm 
Friday 9am-1pm



Rev. Tim Dalton 
Senior Minister

Matthew Perez 
Worship Minister

Joshalyn Estrada 
Minister of Youth and Families

Alice Longworth 
 Communications Coordinator

George McCullough 
 Maintenance Supervisor



Affiliated with 
American Baptist Churches 

of Metropolitan NY

The American Baptist 
Churches USA 

www.abc-usa.org



LOOK FOR THE TALL SPIRE 
at Bryant Avenue and 

North Street adjacent to 
White Plains High School

Receive. Respond. Reshape.

RUNNING FOR THE CENTER OF HOPE (HAITI) (continued from page 1)
not only are these kids worth it, but knowing 
that you are counting on me will be an 
encouragement along the way. Please support 
me with either a pledge per mile or at a 
level that you can afford. I already have one 
anonymous donor who is going to match my 
donations dollar for dollar up to $1,000! Also, 
whatever is raised for the building project 
nationally is being matched up to $250,000! 
So you can triple your donation! Also, any gift 
over $25 will get a COHH tee shirt. My goal 
is to raise $4,000. Join me with your prayers, 
thoughts, and financial support to make a 
difference in these children’s lives. 

 So, on a weekend that we remember our 
fathers, let us not forget these children who 
are fatherless. Join me in building a school 
with the audacious task of fostering hope and 
possibility for their future and so many others 
throughout the years to come. You can either 
support me with a check, made out to First 
Baptist Church of White Plains (with “Center 
of Hope–Haiti” in the memo field) or go to 
https://www.youcaring.com/center-of-hope-
haiti-inc-560469. ■
  Thank you!
  Pastor Tim

Modern and Traditional Harmonize
THE LATE WINTER and early spring sea-
sons here at First Baptist Church have been 
an absolute pleasure, culminating in the 
spiritually vibrant Easter Service held last 
month. The guest musicians sang 
and played beautifully, and as 
the Minister of Worship I felt 
absolutely blessed to take part 
in such a glorifying musical 
experience.
 As planned, I've been able 
to introduce a variety of modern 
worship songs to the congregation 
while continuing to incorporate traditional 
hymns and choir anthems into our weekly 
worship services. But where will we go from 
here?

 In looking ahead, I plan to continue work- 
ing with the choir until their summer recess 
beginning in the month of June and then 

planning out what our regular gatherings 
will look like during this season. 

Much as we did last year, I 
intend to employ a minimalist 
approach to our worship time 
by involving only myself on 

piano and one singer who will 
lead us in songs of praise. I'm 

really looking forward to seeing 
what God is going to do in this 

community, and am glad that we can make 
the journey together. ■
  Matthew Perez
  Worship Minister

DINNER AND MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, May 14, 5pm, a free community event
Have dinner and enjoy this classic Frank Capra romantic 

comedy starring Claudette Colbert and Clark Gable. See 

what can happen in one night! Call the church office 

(914.949.5207) to RSVP and for menu and movie title.

FOR A LIST OF ALL OUR COMING ATTRACTIONS, VISIT
http://www.firstbaptistwhiteplains.org/events.html


