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Year One… Belong. Believe. Become.
I AM SO BLESSED TO BE YOUR PASTOR! 

Truly, it has been an encouraging year. One 
of discovery of our collective gifts and those 
of our community and the beginnings of 
a Mission of what God wants of us and a 
Vision of where God is taking us is starting 
to acquire shape. Let me briefly share some 
glimpses of our year together and hopes for 
the years to come.
 BELONG… We are a church where people 
belong. People, no matter what they look 
like, what they wear, what 
they drive, who they know 
themselves to be, because 
they are children of God. 
No matter what you’ve 
been called, or who the 
world says you are, you 
belong at First Baptist, first 
and foremost because you 
are a child of God. Jesus 
called people to follow him 
in groups. His ministry 
established a very close 
and diverse group of 
friends we know as the 12 
disciples. We do our best 
to encourage friendships 
within our larger 
community. Jesus welcomes the stranger, 
the outcast, and his enemies to a healing 
relationship. We endeavor to do the same.
 BELIEVE… We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the fullest expression of God in our world, 
revealing the heart and nature of God. That 
heart, broke itself for us, identifies completely 

with our grief, sorrow, and alienation. We 
hold that all of scripture should be read 
through the lens of Christ. This summer, we 
were all shocked and saddened at the killing 
of nine African Americans in a bible study 
in South Carolina. It was not lost on me that, 
that very night, we too had our very first 
Vision 2020 meeting with seven members of 
the vision and mission team. 
 The shooting at the Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the oldest AME 

church in the South, rightly exposed a white 
supremacy symbol of the Confederate Battle 
flag as a heritage of hate, slavery, and treason. 
That symbol forced the state house to remove 
it. This created a predictable backlash and a 
chapter of the KKK rallied in opposition to 
         (continued on page 4) 





Among the White Plains religious leaders who gathered for a press 
conference on July 17 were Doris and Tim Dalton, and left to right behind 
them, Rev. Trollinger, Rabbi Bronstein and Rev. Robinson.
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Joshalyn Estrada appointed Minister of Youth and Families
JOSHALYN ESTRADA was born in Santa 
Monica, California but grew up in El 
Paso, Texas. She is the daughter of Luis 
and Carmen Estrada who met in 1990 
through First Baptist Church of White 
Plains. 
 After graduating high school in 
El Paso, Joshalyn attended Wayland 
Baptist University in Plainview, Texas, 
where she graduated with a degree in 
religious education specializing in youth 
ministry and a minor in Spanish.

 She served as youth director of 
Abundant Grace Church of Plainview, 
Texas and interned with the children 
and youth ministries at First Baptist 
Church of El Paso. Her passion is 
helping young people discover their 
talents and helping them figure out how 
the Lord can use them. ■

(Editor's note: Joshalyn will be joining us 
this month.)

Joshalyn Estrada

Worship Music at First Baptist
AS A BELIEVER who's passionate about 
music, it was a privilege for me to 
lead worship at First Baptist Church 
of White Plains this summer and I'm 
very grateful that I'll continue to get 
to do so this fall. When it comes to 
music ministry, I believe that the most 
important aspect is that the experience 
is truly genuine and glorifying to 
God. During the upcoming months 
I will be introducing new songs to 
the congregation as taken from the 
contemporary Christian worship scene, 
drawing church members together in 

song through traditional hymns, and 
directing the Chancel Choir in singing 
worshipful anthems to our heavenly 
Father. This is a very exciting time of 
change and growth, and I feel so blessed 
to be in the position of leading this 
church family in giving praise to the 
One who truly deserves it. ■

  Matthew Perez 
  Worship Minister

(Editor's note: Matt has been appointed 
to a new position, Worship Minister, 
effective September 1, 2015.)

Matt Perez

Margaret's Garden
THANKS TO ALL who have purchased 
the selection of green beans, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, zucchini, sweet corn, egg 
plants, and habanero peppers that 
were grown in Margaret’s Garden this 
year. Although our green bean harvest 
was curtailed by hot weather and our 
corn harvest is about done, the other 
vegetables are still coming in. Our 
tomato harvest got off to a late start 
but they should arriving in abundance 
soon so be prepared to take home some 
delicious heirloom tomatoes. Also we 
will soon have cherry tomatoes that 

are great for salads or a tasty, bite size 
morsel when you’re hungry.
 I am pleased to announce that the 
continuing generous support of our 
church for Center of Hope (Haiti) 
will be formally recognized at its 
10th annual Gala this year. I would 
encourage all who have interest in this 
mission to attend the event at the Bryant 
Park Grill in Manhattan this Fall. ■

  Carl Hamby, Chair 
  Christian Education Committee

Cherry tomatoes in Margaret's Garden
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Let Your Light Shine!
THIS SUMMER, WE HAD A LIGHT AUDIT, 
proposal, congregational approval, 
and almost all lights were replaced 
on our campus with new fixtures and 
modern LED bulbs. This will cost a 
significant amount, but Con Ed will kick 
in $12,000 toward us doing this since 
they expect the electricity demands for 
Westchester will increase significantly 
over the coming decades. We estimate 
that our saving will be extraordinary 
and should recoup our initial payment 
before 5 years from now.
 That said, we are kicking off our "Let 
Your Light Shine" fundraising campaign. 
Our goal is to reach $8,000, which is the 

approximate cost of our annual electric 
bill. This will shorten the period to less 
than four years in which we will start to 
see our savings. A bold move like this 
is an act of faith. An act that trusts that 
God has a future for our church, one in 
which people can belong, find meaning 
and hope for what they can become in 
Christ. Please help us reach our goal by 
giving what you can and faithfully “Let 
Your Light Shine!”
 "In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven." (Matthew 5:16) ■

Bright Light for a Bright Future
NEW LIGHTING is almost completely 
installed in all the buildings on 
our campus. Yes, the conversion 
from antiquated lighting to LED is 
in progress. Aside from significant 
operational cost savings, the new lights 
are brighter and not only light the 
steeple on all four sides, but provide 
better visibility in our parking lots. 
More information about this project 

will be provided by the board to the 
congregation in the coming months.
 New signage on our property is in 
our future. Many of our entrance and 
exit signs, as well as the main sign 
on Bryant and North Streets have 
begun to deteriorate and are in need of 
replacement…Stay Tuned! ■
  Jeff Clark, Chair 
  Property Team

Wilson, a 3-year old Australian 
Shepherd, owned by Jeff Clark, 
will be among the blessed on 
October 4.

Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, October 4, 10am
“Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures of every kind’ …And God 
saw that it was good.” – Genesis 1:24-25. 

INDEED, THOSE SPECIAL ANIMALS in 
our lives are good. There is no doubt 
that our pets enrich our lives through 
the joy and companionship they bring.
 First Baptist will be having a Blessing 
of the Animals service, on Sunday, 
October 4th at 10am, prior to the 
Worship service. Each pet will receive 
an individual blessing and a treat!.
 Light refreshments will be provided 
for pet owners. All who attend are asked 

to bring a donation of dog or cat food 
for the New Rochelle Humane Society.
 Don’t miss this opportunity to 
acknowledge the special relationship 
you have with your pet and meet others 
who are passionate about their pets as 
well. So bring your furry, feathered or 
finned friend. Cats, dogs, bunnies, birds, 
frogs, all pets great and small, regardless 
of denomination and religious 
background, are welcomed!
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First Baptist Church 
of White Plains 
456 North Street 

White Plains NY 10605 
phone: 914.949.5207 

fax: 914.949.5208 
email: fbcwp@optonline.net 

www.firstbaptistwhiteplains.org

Founded in 1871 and rooted in 
such historic Baptist principles 
as the freedom of conscience, 

separation of church and state, 
and religious tolerance, First 

Baptist Church seeks to serve 
faithfully, and think critically, 

following the courageous and 
compassionate example 

of Jesus Christ.



Sunday Worship at 10:30am

Misión Bautista Hispana 
de Westchester 

Worship at 12:30pm

Adult Education at 9:30am

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:30pm 
Friday 8:30am-noon



Rev. Tim Dalton 
Senior Minister

Matthew Perez 
Worship Minister

Joshalyn Estrada 
Minister of Youth and Families

Alice Longworth 
 Communications Coordinator

George McCullough 
 Maintenance Supervisor
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LOOK FOR THE TALL SPIRE 
at Bryant Avenue and 

North Street adjacent to 
White Plains High School

Belong. Believe. Become.

Antennas being adjusted on the steeple.

YEAR ONE… BELONG. BELIEVE. BECOME. 
(continued from page 1)
its being taken down. Doris and I drafted a 
statement that was revised and signed by over 
twenty-five clergy members in White Plains.
 Our friends at Grace Episcopal downtown 
assisted in hosting a press conference where 
we read the letter and demonstrated solidarity 
with those persons of color who have been 
the victims of systematic racism. We believe 
that these sentiments have no place in 
God’s church. We raised money for African 
American churches that had been burned by 
arsonists and covenanted together to cross 
racial lines as we plan pulpit exchanges across 
the city in the fall. We believe that Jesus 
called us to a better way of living, a Beloved 
Community. We believe that this community 
starts right here.
 BECOME… We are a work in progress! 
You have stood beside me as we begin to 
experiment with our worship service, making 
the music more accessible and relevant not 
only to those who attend the services, but in 
anticipation of those outside our walls as well! 
We have shared our stories together. We are 
a poised constellation of souls, readying our 
hearts and minds for the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. We are becoming a new creation.
 We are no longer seeking a commitment to 
yesterday’s problems, gearing up to support 
a vision no longer relevant. We are no longer 
taking a defensive ministry stance, but going 

on the offensive. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says 
in relationship to the church, “The gates of hell 
won’t be able to stand against it.” 
 If you think about it, a gate is a defensive 
structure, one that protects its inhabitants, 
not a weapon that strikes out. So, Jesus 
is urging us to go wherever we find hell: 
despair, poverty, hopelessness, injustice, 
inequality, discrimination, indifference, and 
suffering. Hell’s gate has no power over God’s 
community, in action, becoming who we are 
called to be: Children of God. 
 We have a long way to go and many more 
changes ahead. But I am confident that we 
will be faithful with what God has given us 
in talents, gifts, personalities, opportunities 
and resources to make this vision in process a 
reality. ■ 
  Rev. Tim Dalton

Rally Sunday
SEPTEMBER 13

Join us after worship for a 

cookout with hamburgers, hot 

dogs, and beverages provided 

by First Baptist. Bring your 

favorite side dishes and desserts 

to share, as we celebrate the 

start of a new church year.


